Tactics For

II- THERE'S MOTHING MORE RELAXING
than sperding a day flosting on a greal
smallmoath miver, there isn't anylhing
mioee frusirating than irving o line up an
extra pervos o help with ibe shuotile of cors and canoes.

Don’t have s parmer? Don't wan 0 share those swes
spots with amother pod? Don't worry there is an inespen-
sive ancl viahle opison,

Kavaks and one-man inflatable ponioon bosts, often called
cataralis, are becoming the latesi rage within the smallivouth
hass fishing commumnity. Although cances far cutnamber sodo
homis (and prohably always will), kayaks and s ane beconm-
ing o common sight on grest smallmouth nvers all over the
ORIy

The main reason, say wo hardeore nver smallmsoath an-
glers, is the overall ease of use, Jeff Linke, a Food service -
rector for & nursing home, stamed using a kovak after be tried
1 man @ rver in o canoe by himself

“In s resd wincly that day,” he says. “The gay | was wath
was ima kavak. and he had no wroubls pesting around, § fougha
ke wind all day. Then a light balb kind of went off in oy
hewd, and 1 went oud and boaght a kayvak That was back in
19959, aned | sy ever fisk out of asything else mow.” he says.

g

[Abave] Kayaks slide through rough seater
with sase. These low-slung craft can go
through rapeds that would make an expéri-
enced canceist shudder. [Right) Margland®s Jet
Litthe has cawght more lange bass sinde e $1mr-
wd fishing fram & kayak. These small watercrat
allow & stealthier approach te spooky small-
mouth. Photes: Darid Hart
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T can mwovwve srourd easily, aned | cam get indo places most other
anghers can’t”

I fact, Liattle has become so-cnamorned with the kden of fish-
g Froems s kavak, e goes by the euadle “yakfish” on riversemall
ics.com. & Web sme dedicated 1o smallmouth bass fishing in
free-floawving rivers. His hicense plaie even bears thai nromaker. and
there’s @ pood chonce ha's easing up io o hole on the Sheman-
dioah, Potsmas or Suscuehanna River in his 9-foot Perception
Axess right now. He takes his iver sssalimouch fishing o seri
ously a5 a proficssional bess angler takes his largerowth fishing

Cireg Phipps alse ovwns a kayak, bt for much of his river
smallmowih fishing, he relies on a one-man rafl. an 8-foo alu-
mruimum-Iramed meode] wath two millakable poniooas.

Altbough he grew up just o shon cast from the New
River in Beckley, W.Va., the 4-year-old sign shop owner
had mever Mlowted from ome paint o snother on this world-
fmous bass river. All of the time he spent on the Mew was
in medorboals, and thal Bmited the amoant &F water he

could EeL b, § Caorniireared o fion 55



{ Coanrimred from reie =)

“My baddy and 1 figuned
aal that in order bo pet o the
best water, we had w0 gel
away from the places cvery-
bidy else fished. Bur 1°d
never been in o canoe. so |
wanied e find soumsething a
Isttle more stable™ he says

Phipps found it in a Ca-
hela's catabog in the form al a
Creek Co, Ouidoor Dhscovery
Crafi cataraft. It weighs a
feather-light 45 pounds, The
inflstabde ponuoon boot i vir-
tnally untippable, and Phipps
MEs MEVET CVen Come close Wy
inking sn urwanted bath dar-
img a smallmouth MNoal. e

“I've gone throagh 4-fool haystacks withowet  seeond thoagh, 1
cam drift right through some serious rapids and keep on fishing. My
raft bumps off rocks and slides over ledges that would swamp a
cande i i hisrthent,” he says.

Mot only did his visions of bigger bass and betier water come true,
his envesrall catch mibe increased as well sirrply becnwse he could 2o
Maces he coubdn 't before.

SAFETY FIRST

So, are these ihe perfoo watercralt for gelting (o smallmowth that
bive in and behind serions whitewater? Mothing is idiot-proof, and an
glers inexperienced with the ways of kayvaks, rfis and angry small-
iiith mvers nausl take safety in consideration first,

Lattle bearmed the hard way whe his kayak can amd can't do. On
ome of the fird catngs he made in s crall the 26-vear-old Jefferson,
Mal., sesident tried (o ease his Boat up against a fallen tee so b could
take a picture of & pood set of mpids he had just o, Linde kad never
heand the: word “strainer.” a commaom ferm wsed by whitewater en
thusapsis for a fallen tree keaning nto fast waier thai can swamp o
cumoe of kavak, bat be was aboat 1o meet one firsthand,

“As s as [ wenl up ageinst the log, the current pulled the wp
stream side of my boat wsder, amd before | knew i 1 Digysed under-
water, Somchow, | popped up underseath the ree snd came o
bebow it. | managed w grab the boat and the paddie, and 1 210l had
my Fishing rod inomy hamd., 1 did bose my glasses, though, and § was
in earky Apnl, so 0 gol real codd.” he recalls.

Miost insportant, thal incident toght Linde 3 valuable lesson, He
immediaely enmolled in a basic kayak course, something be recom-
mecnds For evervone who wanis to ory “yakfishing.” o5 he calls i, In

Cabala's, A00-237-4444, whera cabelas com.

Outcast Rafts, 800-366-0076, www.oulcastboats com.
Creek Co. Pontoon Boats, 500 843-8454,

0id Town Canoes and Mayaks, 207-027-5514,
waw. Dl Canoe.com.,

Perception, S00-53-KAYAR, www kayaker.com,

Cobra Kayaks, 310-327-3216, weww.cobrakuayaks.com.
Hobie Cat Co., T6)-T58-9100, www hobiecat.com,
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{Left] Big water? Mo problem in a
ane-man inflstable pontoon boat.
Thesa catarafts handle whitewater
much easier than & canoe.

{Balonah West Virginia resident
Greg Fhipps found much better
fishing on the New River after ha
bought & cne-man raft. it openad
up an entirely new realm of small-
mouth fishing. Phece Dowd Hart

fact, Litke has started 5
wchool of his own that
leaches anglers the basics
of kayak fishing, includ-
ing safeiy, paddling ech-
migjues and fishing ot
He's met all the crilcria
of o cenified imsinscuor,
(Phone 5004759509 )

“¥ou have to pay ateriion, even when vou are concentnling on
lishing. You can't let the carment take you somewhere vou don”| want
o be, or you coald find yourselll in a dangerous situstion.” he says
“Ive dumped one oiler time and had other close calls. b only e
canise | wasn' toeally focused om the river at the time.”

Phipp=" only concern is a punciured pomoon blsdder — a disting
peessibility in a Fast river with sharp rocks or junk metal. Each pon
oo has a smgle, nonconmiparimeniadized bladder, so i one Rils, he™d
beiter penio shose i a humy. So far, owever, e's never had o dead
with that situation. and he savs as long os be's carclul about where he
steers his raft, the thought of sitting in & raft with & Man pongeon will
remain oaly a dwaghi

"My buddy popped one, but only because he oveninflated it
started lealking before we even pod to the water)' be recalls, = Mow |
just camy a spane bladder kashed onio the frame of my mift. They are
real easy to change, and 1 would rather do that than trv wo acmally
paich a leak on the river”

Both angbers are quick to point oul that neither of ibess types of
watercrall sutsmatically allow you 1o mis through places vou would
have never gone in 5 canoe. Catarafis and koyoks do handle big

water betier, bt the overall safety of the boat boils down o e guy
working the paddle or aars. Both men always wear their life vests,
and both have become aocustomed o fishing with their personal
fNotation devices securely smapped on their bodies. In fact, both
agree thai it"s nothing shor of Foolish w wn e river wiihowt wear
g a vesi

THE UPSIDE

Phipps calls his craft a “chair for wading anglers" Indeed, tha alu-
mimnuan-framed raft has a comfortsble seat that, on a mald spring day,
could serve & an easy chair perfect for an afternoon aap. He cam
o i dime and, exce for the strongest current. he can get hack up-
rverio fish & kol that he overlonded on hi= way down. [ Coeriuned)
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